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nCar fans with lots of cash — 
including new Top Gear 

 presenter Chris Evans — have 
made a killing over the past seven 
years buying supercars whose 
values have soared.

But take heed. The roller-
coaster could soon turn into a big 
dipper, according to one of 
 Britain’s canniest independent 
luxury car dealers, Tom Hartley, 
who thinks values are set to 
plummet by up to a fifth.

and while supercars bucked 
the downward economic trend 
after stock markets around the 
world crashed and consumers 
were hit by the recession and 
credit crunch, he’s convinced 
the boom has now reached 
its peak.

He says: ‘I think next year 
interest rates will rise and 
people’s desire to put 
money into classic cars will 
diminish; they will put money into 
other projects.

‘When people start selling, 
demand won’t outstrip supply 
and prices could fall by as much 
as 20 per cent. It’s been an 
 amazing seven-year boom. But 
whatever happens to prices in 
the future, there’ll always be a 
deal to be done.’

Tom runs his luxury and super-
car dealership with his co-owner, 

son Carl, 28, from Overseal, near 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire. He has 
even built a special £200,000 
bridge beneath a lake — to make 
his cars appear to float on water 
— in 40 acres of grounds next to 
his showroom.

The dapper, grey-haired father-
of-four, 54, made his first car sale 

at the age of 12, selling a range 
rover to a friend of his father for 
£200 profit. after four decades 
and three recessions, his business 
will this year turn over more than 
£250 million.

Hartley says: ‘Pound for pound, 
certain supercars and classic 
cars have been the best 

 investment of the past seven 
years.’ He sold one 1967 Ferrari 
275 GTB/4 four times during those 
seven boom years — rising from 
£600,000 to £1.4 million: ‘Every 
time it came back into our hands, 
it cost £200,000 more.’

Tom says he respects Chris 
Evans’s eye for a supercar 

 bargain. Yet even he was amazed 
when Evans paid £12 million for a 
Sixties Ferrari GTO, believing him 
‘crazy’ at the time. Four years 
later, Evans sold it for £18 million.

nMOtOriStS are taking a 
 £6 billion-a-year gamble on 

the hidden history of the used car 
they buy, says the rAC.

Only 10 per cent of used car 
 buyers check a car’s history. Some 
2.8 million used cars are sold 
 privately every year, meaning 
more than 2.5 million are being 
bought without history checks.

the average cost of a private sale 
is about £2,465, so buyers are 
spending more than £6.1 billion 
each year on used cars ‘that may 
have nasty secrets’, says the rAC 
Car Passport service.

in a sample of 21,000 checks,  
almost one quarter highlighted 
‘serious issues’.

nTHE spirit of Genevieve lives 
on as more than 400 veteran 

cars — some built while Queen 
Victoria was still on the throne — 
set off from dawn tomorrow for 
the annual 60-mile London to 
Brighton Veteran Car run, spon-
sored by auctioneers Bonhams. 

The event commemorates the 
original Emancipation run  
of November 14, 1896. This 
 celebrated the new law that 
raised the speed limit for ‘light 
locomotives’ from 4 mph to 
14 mph, and abolished the need 
for vehicles to be preceded by a 
man on foot waving a red flag. 
Details at veterancarrun.com

nJAMeS BOnd’S new Aston 
 Martin dB10 can be seen at the 

free regent Street Motor Show 
today. Also on show will be Aston 
Martin’s current range, including a 
four-door rapide S.

By ray massey
motoring

Dreamy: Ray’s MG Midget and 
his wife, Elizabeth, in the Eighties 

Like father, like son: Tom (right) and Carl Hartley with one of their supercars, LaFerrari

nCAlling all Mg-loving miracle workers. i’m in 
a state of mourning.

the first car i ever bought was a 1,500 cc Mg 
Midget in goodwood green. it was back in the  
mid-eighties when i was a trainee journalist in need 
of a set of wheels that were fun, but wouldn’t break 
the bank. And i’ve owned it until this week!

My then colleague Jeremy Vine — he of Strictly 
Come dancing, election swingometer and radio 2 
— still waxes lyrical about my Mg to this day. 

Sadly, as the years advanced and the family grew, 
i neglected my much-loved Midget — badly. really 
badly. For years, i could not bear to part with her. 

But this week, the lorry came to transport her to 

the great scrapyard in the sky. However, all is not 
lost. in desperation, i contacted a brilliant fund-
raising group called giveacar. essentially, rather 
than scrap your car, you give it to them for charity. 
they will either crush or auction it, with the 
 proceeds going to the charity of your choice.

So, dear Mg lovers of Britain, contact giveacar 
(020 7736 4242, giveacar.co.uk) or its chosen 
 auctioneer rAW2K (recycled Automobiles) at 
raw2k.co.uk, and make a bid for it before it 
reaches the crusher.

Based in Fulham, South-West london, giveacar 
takes about 100 cars a week and has raised nearly 
£2 million for 1,500 charities.
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ABB 333Y Abbey
ACK 207D Ackroyd
AKE 2S Akers
ALE 6C Alec
AMB 8I3R Ambler
AST I3Y Astley
AYE I Aye
AYR 2E Ayre
DAY 70N Ayton
BAG 607T Baggott
BEA 73R Beater
BER 724M Bertram
8I GGS Biggs
BLO 663R Blogger
BOL ID Bold
BOR I5S Boris
BI66 OSS Boss
BOW 3S Bowe
BRI4 ANS Brian
BI20 OME Broome
BRU I53R Bruiser
82 YCE Bryce
B27 DEN Bryden
BUII MER Bulmer
BUN 73R Bunter
BU5I ARD Bustard
BUT 77IE Buttle
BII XOM Buxom
CAR I2L Carl

C42 MEN Carmen
C420 LAN Carolan
C474 LAN Catalan
CAV 3E Cave
CEA 53R Ceaser
CEL IIIE Celine
CHA I2M Charm
CHA 73R Chater
CHII EER Cheer
CHE I2Y Chery
CI47 DEN Clayden
COM 4N Coman
COT 70M Cottam
CRA IIIK Craik
CRO 570N Croston
CUE I Cue
D4 NDO Dando
DAN I33L Daniel
DI0 LLS Dolls
DO5I BAG Dosy
DRU 6E Druce
DUA 27E Duarte
DWA 7IIE Dwayne
ECC I3S Eccles
ESS 6X Essex
EVE 237T Everett
EVE 270N Everton
FAB 8I4N Fabian
I FAG Fag

F457 DOG Fast Dog
FAT I Fat
FEA I2N Fearn
F34 STY Feast
FEN 50M Fensom
FER I2IE Ferrie
FER 2I3R Ferrier
FLII KES Flukes
FOW II3R Fowler
GAL IIIA Galina
GAR 377H Gareth
G42 TON Garton
GEA 4R Gear
6I NN Ginn
GOA IS Goals
GUI3 SSS Guess
GUT 5IE Gutsie
HAG 63R Hagger
HAL I37T Hallett
H4 REE Haree
HAY 35S Hayes
H33 EAD Head
H36 TOR Hector
HEN IIIA Henna
HOL 647E Holgate
HOM 3E Home
HOS IE Hosie
HUA IIG Huang
HUG IE Hugie

HUL 832T Hulbert
I LKA Ilka
JAII USZ Janusz
BJ08 SON Jobson
JUII ENS Julien
JUR 6I7A Jurgita
KTY I5 Katy
KAU 53R Kauser
KEA 4Y Keay
K3I RON Keiron
KEM 950N Kempson
KER 2R Kerr
KE 55 Kess
KEY I Key
KYT 7E Kyte
L444 MBA Lamba
LAM 80N Lambon
LAR 550N Lar
LEA 5T Least
L309 ARD Leopard
L35I EYS Lesley
LOD 9E Lodge
I OON Loon
LUV IIE Luvvie
LYII NNE Lynne
M4 DGE Madge
M4I2 EAD Mairead
MAJ 357Y Majesty
M8I0 NEY Maloney

MAI2 COS Marcos
M425 DEN Marsden
MAR 277N Martyn
MAII LDA Matilda
MCH 4IIE McHale
MED 4IS Medals
M3II ORS Mellors
MEI2 OSE Melrose
MOA 7T Moat
MOW 47T Mowatt
MUL IIA Mulla
MUT 770N Mutton
MYR 7IE Myrtle
NEW 80N Newbon
NOD 3N Noden
NOE IIIL Noel
NUT 5IE Nutsie
OGL 358Y Oglesbly
OLD 207D Oldroyd
OLW 6N Olwen
OOII AGH Oonagh
OSW 4ID Oswald
PAI2 DOE Pardoe
PAR 770N Parton
PAU I50N Paulson
P60 PLE People
PLA 77S Platts
PI0 VER Plover
P23 TTY Pretty

PUII LAN Pullan
PUM 4A Puma
I RAT Rat
R47 HOD Rathod
REI4 DER Reader
R342 DON Reardon
REA 4Y Reay
REG IIE Regina
I REP Rep
2 OBB Robbins
ROI3 SON Robson
20 LLO Rollo
ROM 3E Rome
ROS 4A Rosa
ROS 4IIE Rosalie
RRO 5S Ross
SAL IIIH Salih
S426 ENT Sargent
SAR 50N Sarson
SAY 73D Sayed
S47 ERS Sayers
SEA 2S Sears
SEE I3Y Seeley
SES 70N Seston
SHA 7IIE Shayne
SOL 3E Sole
SPO 773R Spotter
S74 LEY Staley
S74 PLE Staple

STR 44W Straw
STR 233T Street
I TAB Tab
TAM 4R Tamar
TAI2 TAN Tartan
TAX 805S Tax
TEA 6IIE Teague
TEA 555E Tease
TEM 9I3E Temple
THO I29E Thorpe
7I BBS Tibbs
TOII CAN Toucan
724 CEY Tracey
TUI2 TLE Turtle
URE 3N Uren
VAL IIIE Vale
VAL 32IE Valerie
VOL 746E Voltage
W4 FER Wafer
WAII GUY Wall
WAN 7T Want
WAT 770N Watton
WI3 RDO Weirdo
WEII AND Welland
WOI2 TON Worton
WOT 464R Wotacar
WRA 46G Wragg
W2I6 LEY Wrigley
Y420 LEY Yardley

Established 1982
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7920 AD
3 AEA
I AFL
AGM I
5 AH
9 AHD
I AHE
39 AL
AMD I
23 ARJ
I980 AS
I BBA
BBF I
6 BDP
I BEF
I BFF

444 BGP
7 BHS

II BJH
9 BJL
BLS 4

A520 BMW
I8 BPP
BPW I
FI BRR
BW 2
CBS 7
CCJ 2
I CCO
CER 46
I980 CG
I CJV
I6 CLJ
I CNK
99 CRG
I998 CS

I CSF
I CTC
9 CU
I DBA
III DBT
48 DC
DDD I8
5 DDH
I3 DE
3 DGK
I4 DLJ
6397 DP
6 DRD
DSE I
4 DU
I00 DY
8 EAP
4 EAS

77 ECH
I EDU
I EEC
I EEF
I EFR
EGV I
I EHF
I EHH
I EHJ
I EHR
EJL 4
EJM 36
8 EJR
I ENL
EPC I

X20 ESB
ESC 3
I ETS

I ETW
I EVR
I EWK
639 F
FB II
FBF I
I FBT
5 FJA
I FTK
GAA 3
I GAP
2 GCA
GDT 42
2 GEK
96 GJ
I980 GL
3 GPA
I4 GPR

I GRV
GSA I
I GVG
I HDN
HDS 5
HFL I
88 HFM
I HGT
I HHC
I HHP
HHS I
III HMF
HSS 79
I HTA
I986 J
I970 JA
I6 JBS
II JDD

I JEU
JFF 7
I975 JG
I00 JHT
24 JHW
I JHY
JM 623
5 JMO
59 JPJ
2 JT
I JT
I JVE
6 JWJ
5 JY
6 KCD
I KGM
I KNL
KO 2

694 KWL
6 LBC
I960 LC
5 LDA
I LDG
I LFG
LGS I
I LGW
33 LJD
I LJR
LLS I
LNA I
I LPE
LPS I
3 LRG
LS I
I LSG
I LSO

I LTG
999 M
I MEJ
I MFO
I MGE

MJD 934
24I MM
MMB 58
MND II
MO I

MPR 777
8 MSE
III MSM
MTK 30
6 MTM
MWN IX
NCR I
6 NF

I NFH
I NGF
I NHG
I NHH
NPS III
NR 9
NRS 83
54 NSM
I NXN
I ORC
60 PAS
PBK I
PCL 80
PFH I
I PFJ
I0 PGR
I PHE
PHR I

99 PJ
I00 PMJ
I PNJ
PPC I
6 PRP
I2 PRW
79 PT

PWC 999
PYD I
R 9
I RDF
3 RFC
RFR 444
5 RGA
RGD 500
RJG I8
RK I
5 RLA

7 RLL
I000 RO
RPM 39
I RRC
RRD 4
I RRT
7 RTP
I RUJ
I RVR
I RVT
6 SCE
9 SDA
I SDP
SJJ 3
59 SML
26 SPD
III SRJ
I SRK

I SRN
SU 5
I SVD
I TBN
TBS 7
4 TDG
TEG 444
I TFG
7 TGD
THW I
85 TK
I TLJ
I TLN
I TNH
I TSF
I TSO
TWS 45
VBG I

I VEJ
I VEM
IIII VJ
II VMS
VMW 45
7 VO
VRC I
I VVC
42 WA
I WCB
I WCD
WDC 3
9II WG
I WLP
I WNH
WPK I
I YEB
YPS I

5 AEG
£7,995

I BKJ
£39,995

68 CTP
£6,995

I LBN
£29,995

VFN I
£24,995

ESW 5
£8,995

I TSN
£29,995

PERSONAL NUMBER PLATES
Regtransfers.co.ukRegtransfers.co.uk The UK’s Largest Private

Number Plates Dealer
Talk to our sales advisors
01582 967777
8am-10pm • 7 days a week

A Perfect Pair
LPW 1 1 LPW

LPW I was originally issued in Norfolk in
1950 and is available - together with its
partner, I LPW - from Regtransfers

CLU 3R
Cluer

GRE 66S
Greggs

COS 57A
Costa

D7 SON
Dyson

B23 WER
Brewer

F34 STS
Feasts

EUS 746E
Eustace

P42 ESH
Paresh

DUT 50N
Dutson

GOS 5IIP
Gossip

BO55 WEL
Boswell
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